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Who will, 
who should 


win Grammys 


Bruno Mars battles hip-hop stars Jay-Z 
and Kendrick Lamar for the top awards. 
USA TODAY’s predictions. In Life 


NEWSLINE 


Acceptance of LGBTQ 
people fell in 2017 


Survey of American adults finds 
first drop in tolerance since 2014 


Amazon HQ2 finalists 
consider headaches 


Worried residents say housing prices, 
traffic gridlock would be unbearable 


IN SPORTS 


ORLANDO RAMIREZ/USA TODAY SPORTS 


Woods shoots par in 
return to PGA Tour 


Former world No. 1 is seven shots 
back in his first tournament in a year 


Senate to investigate 
gymnastics scandal 


Select committee would look into 
how sport’s leadership allowed abuse 


IN LIFE 


ARTHUR MOLA/INVISION/AP 


Joaquin Phoenix stars 
as disabled cartoonist 


He talks about portraying quadriplegic 
in May film “He Won’t Get Far on Foot” 
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180 tcaay 


the first prohibition 
law in the USA was 
passed in Tennessee. 
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USA TODAY NETWORK SPECIAL REPORT 


Abednego de la Cruz, who has a daughter named Jazlyn, was fired from his job 
after an injury and could be deported. DOROTHY EDWARDS/USA TODAY NETWORK 
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Florida’s 
disposable 


workers 


Maria Perez Naples Daily News USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA 


fter Abednego de la Cruz sliced his finger to the bone cutting 


concrete blocks while building a fire station in Tallahassee, 


N his boss fired him and refused continued medical care for 


\ his injury. I De la Cruz, 37, a father whose dominant hand 


remains damaged, said he thought he could rely on the workers’ com- 


pensation system, which requires employers to cover medical care and 


lost wages for injured employees. I Instead, his employer called the po- 


lice and had him arrested. The undocumented immigrant faces almost 


certain deportation and fears he won't be able to raise his 1-year-old 


U.S.-born daughter. 


Some Florida businesses profit from 
the labor of unauthorized immigrants 
after accepting phony identification 
when hiring them, then the employers 
or their insurers report them after a 
work injury for using false documents, 
a year-long investigation by the USA 
TODAY NETWORK found. 

Workers’ compensation fraud laws 
are meant to punish those who try to 
abuse the system, such as employees 


See WORKERS, Page 6A 


“They use them to 
work as cheap labor, 
but then, if they get 
hurt, ‘You are done. 
You get nothing.’ ” 


Cora Cisneros Molloy 
Fort Myers lawyer 
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It’s bonus 
time for 
some 
employees 


Adam Shell 
USA TODAY 


More than three dozen of the big- 
gest American companies shared their 
tax-cut windfalls with employees, 
mostly through one-time bonuses but 
also with hourly wage increases and 
bigger 401(k) matches after the tax law 
passed in December. 

Home Depot was the latest big 
name to say it will share some of the 
financial benefits from the Tax Cuts 
and Jobs Act of 2017, which slashed the 
corporate tax rate to 21% from 35%. 
The home improvement chain said 
Thursday that it will pay a one-time 
cash bonus up to $1,000 to its U.S. 
hourly workers. The bonus follows 
similar moves by employers such as 
Walmart and Walt Disney. Overall, the 
tax law should boost the profitability 
of large U.S. companies by 8% this 
year, according to Credit Suisse. 

As of Thursday, 37 companies in the 
Standard & Poor’s 500 index — com- 
prising 500 of the nation’s largest 
companies — said they are providing 
additional financial rewards to work- 
ers, citing benefits from the tax law, 
according to a USA TODAY analysis of 
corporate news releases and company 
statements, as well as other forms of 
publicly available communication 
tracked by multiple sources, including 
Americans for Tax Reform, FactSet 


See BONUS, Page 2A 
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President Trump’s plan would end a 
visa lottery system. EVAN VUCCI/AP 


Immigration 
plan combines 
citizenship 
and security 


David Jackson, 
Gregory Korte, 
Eliza Collins 
and Alan Gomez 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - A White House 
proposal on immigration will contain a 
path to citizenship for up to1.8 million 
young people brought into the USA as 
children and $25 billion for a border 
wall and other security measures. 

President Trump’s plan includes a 
massive cut in family-based immigra- 
tion and the end to a diversity visa lot- 
tery system that gives preference to 
immigrants from underrepresented 
countries, according to a White House 
briefing for congressional staffers and 
Trump allies hosted Thursday by 


See IMMIGRATION, Page 2A 
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